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BACHELOR COURSES 
 

German Title Spaces of migration society: The case of Berlin (Kleines Studienprojekt) 

English Title Spaces of migration society: The case of Berlin (Bachelor Study Project) 

Course Number 2.11001 Teaching Language English 

Module Advanced Studies in Geography ECTS 7 

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Dr. Mert Pekşen 

Course Type Study Project Time/Room Monday 16-18, Room 02/109 (+ Field Trip June 8-11) 

Course Content 

This seminar explores the dynamic relationship between cities and migration, examining how human mobility shapes urban spaces and how urban 
environments, in turn, influence migratory experiences. Focusing on contemporary debates in urban and migration geography, the course 
investigates themes such as transnationalism, segregation, urban diversity, housing and the politics of belonging. Students engage with theoretical 
perspectives as well as empirical case studies to understand how migration transforms cities socially, culturally, politically and spatially. 

The seminar consists of on-site sessions that introduce key concepts, analytical tools, and current research. These sessions prepare students for a 
five‑day excursion to Berlin. During the excursion, students will explore neighborhoods shaped by different migration histories, meet local actors 
and initiatives, and critically observe how migration is embedded in the city’s everyday life, planning strategies, and public debates. 

Students will develop skills in urban observation, qualitative research, and critical reflection, creating a final project that links theoretical insights 
with empirical findings from Berlin. 

This seminar is offered in English and designed for geography students. Students have the option to write their project reports and other 
assignments in English and German. 

 

 

German Title Stadtmarketing und urbaner Raum – Little Tokyo in Düsseldorf (Humangeographische Übung) 

English Title City marketing and urban space – Little Tokyo in Düsseldorf (Human Geography Field-Exercise) 

Course Number 2.11106 Teaching Language English/ German 

Module Fundamentals of Human Geography ECTS 3 

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Xin Wang 

Course Type Field-Exercise Time/Room 
Friday 09-17 (April 24, May 8, June 5),  
Room (to be announced) 

Course Content (to be announced) 
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German language skills at B2 level are required for the other geographical courses. It may be possible to participate in the following 
courses, access and further information on request. 
 

2.10403 Advanced Seminar “Energy Geographies” (Mittelseminar: Energie-Geographien), 4 ECTS, apl. Prof. Dr. Kim Philip Schumacher, Tuesday 14-16 p.m., Room 
02/E03 
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MASTER COURSES 
 

German Title Indigenous Knowledge and Social Norms in Environmental Governance (Masterseminar) 

English Title Indigenous Knowledge and Social Norms in Environmental Governance (Master Seminar) 

Course Number 2.10605 Teaching Language English 

Module Advanced Studies/ Specialization ECTS 4 

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Prof. Dr. Claudia Pahl-Wostl 

Course Type Seminar Time/Room Thursday 12-14, Room 02/108 

Course Content 

The worldview and understanding of the relationship between humans and nature often differ fundmentally among indigenous peoples from those 
of industrialized societies. It is frequently more holistic and less influenced by utilitarianism. The concept of private property is foreign to many of 
these peoples. 

This seminar will begin by defining the terms indigenous knowledge and indigenous peoples. Then, using examples from Australia, New Zealand, the 
USA, Canada, Finland, and South Africa, the seminar will discuss the different relationships with and approaches to ecosystems (primarily aquatic) 
and water. It will also be interesting to examine how indigenous norms influence legislation in these countries. For example, in New Zealand, a river 
considered sacred by indigenous peoples was granted the status of a legal entity with legally guaranteed rights. Finally, the seminar will discuss 
whether and in what form the knowledge and social norms of indigenous peoples could play a role in the transformation of the human-
environment relationship and environmental governance in modern societies/industrialized nations. 

 

German Title Urban Politics and Migration (Masterseminar) 

English Title Urban Politics and Migration (Master Seminar) 

Course Number 1.0326 Teaching Language English 

Module Advanced Studies/ Specialization ECTS 4 

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Dr. Mert Pekşen 

Course Type Seminar Time/Room Monday 14-16, Room 15/105 

Course Content 

This seminar investigates the dynamic relationships between urban politics, migration governance, human mobility, and the production of urban 
space, providing students with a rich, interdisciplinary perspective on how cities regulate, challenge, and are reshaped by migration processes. 
Engaging with scholarship mainly from geography, urban studies, and sociology, the course addresses central themes including urban citizenship, 
the right to the city, sanctuary and solidarity initiatives, housing politics, refugee reception, memory and memorialization, and urban dimensions of 
activism. Throughout the seminar, students will work with multiple theoretical approaches to examine how migrants navigate inclusion and 
exclusion in their everyday lives, how municipal authorities react to national migration frameworks, and how urban space becomes a terrain of 
contestation, negotiation, and political imagination. 
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German Title Cartographies of Migration (Masterseminar) 

English Title Cartographies of Migration (Master Seminar) 

Course Number 1.4226 Teaching Language English 

Module Advanced Studies/ Specialization ECTS 4 

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Dr. Mert Pekşen 

Course Type Seminar Time/Room 
Friday 10-14 (April 17, April 24, May 8, June 5, June 26 and 
July 10), Room (to be announced) 

Course Content 

This seminar explores how mapping practices—and the power relations embedded within them—influence the ways we understand migration, 
borders, and human mobility. Engaging with critical cartography and critical scholarship on migration and borders, the seminar investigates the 
political, power-laden, and representational dimensions of maps. The seminar revolves around three core themes: the relationship between maps 
and power, critical approaches to cartographic practice, and the multifaceted role of mapping in migration research. Through readings, discussions, 
and practical exercises such as map journals, map analysis and mental mapping, students will learn to interrogate maps, analyze dominant spatial 
narratives, and examine how individuals and communities produce alternative cartographies that contest mainstream representations. 

Depending on the skills and experience available in the cohort, it is planned that students will work in groups to create maps in collaboration with 
researchers at the university. 

The seminar meets in block seminar format. Exact dates are available on Stud.IP. 

 

German Title The Inner Development Goals as a novel approach for sustainability transformation (Masterseminar) 

English Title The Inner Development Goals as a novel approach for sustainability transformation (Master Seminar) 

Course Number 9.28007 Teaching Language English 

Module Advanced Studies/ Specialization ECTS 5 

School 
School of Economic Sciences/ School of Cultural Studies and 
Social Sciences 

Lecturer Prof Dr. Stefanie Engel/ Carolin Jannsen 

Course Type Seminar Time/Room (see below) 

Course Content 

In this practice seminar, students learn about and experience hands-on the Inner Development Goals (IDGs) as an approach for sustainability 
transformation. To start, the origin of, motivation behind and content of the IDGs and their relation to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
will be introduced. This is followed by a series of applied exercises (in-class and homework) in which (elements of) key IDGs (e.g. self-awareness, 
taking others‘ perspectives, vision-building) are experienced by students themselves. Throughout the seminar, the case of cocoa production/ 
chocolate consumption will be used as guiding example for sustainability transformation. The seminar takes place in form of two 2-hour sessions 
during the semester (23.5./11.7. 14:00-16:00) and four full days during the semester break (26.9./29.9./30.9./2.10. 10:00-16:00) on the Campus 
Westerberg. Participation in all sessions is obligatory. The grade will be composed of oral participation in the class exercises and discussions (50%) 
and a written documentation of key insights (following prespecified questions) (50%).  
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Please be aware that this seminar is not the typical presentation-plus-essay-writing seminar and moves beyond mere content delivery to students. 
Please read the full course description carefully. Questions on the seminar can be sent to bee-teaching@uos.de. 
The selection of participants is done manually after the registration and based on individual applications. The application deadline is April 21. To 
apply, please send your current Transcript/ UOS performance record (HISinOne Leistungsnachweis) to bee-teaching@uni-osnabrueck.de. Moreover, 
an interdisciplinary mix of students is a core element of this course. 

Participants This seminar is geared towards the Master programs in economics, geography, as well as system science (Umweltsysteme & 
Ressourcenmanagement). An interdisciplinary mix of students is a core element of this course. 

Requirements 
Optimally, you have already attended the introductory course 'Environmental and Behavioural Economics' or a comparable course before attending 
the seminar. However, this is not a formal prerequisite. Good spoken English skills are important since the oral grade is based on in-class discussion 
and exchange. 

Grade 
The grade will be composed of oral participation in the class exercises and discussions (50%), and a written documentation of key insights (following 
prespecified questions) (50%). Participation in all six sessions is obligatory. If you have a time conflict, please do not apply for this seminar. Please 
be aware that if you do not attend the first session (without a prior and formal justification for the absence), you will be excluded from the seminar. 

Literature will be provided in the seminar 
To get an idea of the IDG concept, you can look at https://www.innerdevelopmentgoals.org/framework. 

Additional 
Please be aware that this seminar is not the typical presentation-plus-essay-writing seminar and moves beyond mere content delivery to students. 
Please consider application for this seminar only if you are willing to actively participate in a journey of self-growth and inner development, and to 
engage actively in exchange with fellow students. 
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CONTACT 
 

General Information: 

Office for Study Abroad & International Cooperation 

School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences 

Mareike Tudor, M.A. 

mareike.tudor@uos.de 

+49 541 969 4381 

Office: 15/108 

 

Details on Courses and Signature of Learning Agreements: 

Institute of Geography  

International Coordinator  

Prof. Dr. Kim Philip Schumacher  

kim.schumacher@uni-osnabrueck.de 

+49 541 969 4276  

Office: 02/308c 

 

Institute of Geography  

Program Manager 

Sven Deeken 

sven.deeken@uni-osnabrueck.de 

+49 541 969 4266  

Office: 02/215 
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