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BACHELOR COURSES

German Title

Humangeographische Ubung: Stadtmarketing und urbaner Raum - Little Tokyo in Diisseldorf

English Title

Human Geography Field-Experience: City marketing and urban spaces — Little Tokyo in Disseldorf

Course Number 2.10703 Teaching Language English/ German

Module Fundamentals of Human Geography Il ECTS 3

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Xin Wang

Course Type Field-Experience Time/Room 16.10./30.10./20.11.2026

Course Content

This practice-oriented seminar provides an introduction to the field of city marketing and urban space, as well as to selected qualitative research
methods in human geography. Successful completion of the course requires active participation in the guided seminar exercises, active involvement
in a small-group project, and the submission of a reflection journal.

Following an introduction to the topic and methods, we will spend a field day in Diisseldorf on 30 October to collect data. Each group will choose
one of two methodological combinations: mapping + interviews or mapping + (active) observation. Between sessions, you will use the time to
prepare for and reflect on your own learning process: you will read city-related documents and methodological texts, develop interview guides,
plan your mapping exercises, design your maps and presentations, and document your learning process.

Note on language: The seminar will be conducted in both German and English. The aim is to create an open and supportive learning environment in
which students with varying levels of language proficiency feel comfortable and can actively participate. You may switch between languages at any
time — the important thing is that everyone is able to take part in the shared learning experience.

German Title

Humangeographische Ubung: Gruppe 2

English Title Human Geography Field-Experience: Group 2

Course Number 2.10704 Teaching Language English/ German

Module Fundamentals of Human Geography Il ECTS 3

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Xin Wang

Course Type Field-Experience Time/Room Details of the time and location will follow

Course Content

Further details will follow




For the following Course, German language skills at B2 level are required. It may be possible to participate, access and further
information on request:

German Title

Mittelseminar: Energiegeographien

English Title Advanced Seminar: Energy Geographies

Course Number 2.10401 Teaching Language German/ English

Module Advanced Studies in Geography ECTS 4

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer apl Prof. Dr. Kim Philip Schumacher
Course Type Seminar Time/Room Thursday 10-12, Room 02/E03

Course Content

Preliminary note:

In order to offer some geography-courses as a study program for international guest students (e.g. ERASMUS+ students) the language of the
seminar will be switched to English if students who are not fluent in German participate in the seminar.

For this reason, and due to the planned extensive use of English-language specialist literature, students with no knowledge of English are not
recommended to attend the seminar.

Content:

Recent events in Venezuela and the Persian Gulf have brought the issues of energy supply, energy resources, energy generation and all the logistical
stages between resource extraction and energy use (consumption) by consumers into the news, demonstrating that energy issues are always spatial
issues. As with the topics of the nuclear phase-out and the so-called energy transition in Germany, it is clear how closely energy issues are linked to
politics. In this seminar, we will examine current topics in energy geography from various perspectives and using different conceptual approaches.
Topics may include, amongst others: land use conflicts over renewable energy, regional development in coal-transition regions, energy poverty,
conflicts over the energy requirements of Al data centers, energy geopolitics, socio-technical transformations, NimBy phenomena, extractivism...

Structure:
The seminar is planned as a presentation-based seminar and will include further tasks to be completed during the seminar or as homework, usually
to be prepared as group work, supplemented by contributions from the lecturer.




MASTER COURSES

German Title

Masterseminar: Nachhaltigkeit

English Title Master Seminar: Sustainability

Course Number 2.11102 Teaching Language English

Module Integrative Introduction ECTS 3

School School of Cultural Studies and Social Sciences Lecturer Dr. Laura Herzog, Carolin Janssen
Course Type Seminar Time/Room Tuesday 10-12, 02/108

Course Content

Aims and content:
The term ‘sustainability’ is very much in the public eye in our society. Yet, more often than not, the debate surrounding it lacks a precise definition
of this concept. What exactly is sustainability? Why do we need sustainability? How can we achieve sustainability?

In this seminar, we will discuss how and why the concept of sustainability emerged, the various dimensions it encompasses, and how these can be
interpreted. You will then work in small groups to select a sustainability topic (or sustainability issue), which you will analyse throughout the
semester in parallel with the seminar.

To this end, we will explore analytical frameworks from socio-ecological systems research. You will select one of these analytical frameworks to use
in examining, understanding and coherently presenting your sustainability problem. Applying these analytical frameworks is intended to develop
your ability to think systemically and in terms of interconnections, and to grasp the complexity of human—environment interactions and
sustainability problems — so-called ‘wicked problems’.

In the final block of the seminar, we will focus on transformation processes and the measures and shifts in trends required to initiate them. To
conclude, you will develop future scenarios on selected sustainability topics and present your analyses of your chosen sustainability topic.
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