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»\Why do we write term papers and what is
expected from me?

»Which parts does a term paper consist of?
»How can | approach writing a term paper?
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Professional expertise

Academic work

Term Papers

Writing skills

Independence
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Professional expertise Writing sKkills
—> professional correctness - linguistic correctness
(content-related) (language-related)

Term Papers

Academic work Independence
—> using academic methods and —> your own results and
secondary literature to substantiate one's analyses

own conclusions
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> Title page

> Table of contents
> Introduction
> Main body

> Conclusion

> Bibliography

> If needed: table of figures, index of abbreviations, appendix
> Declaration of independence
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> Introduction to the topic (frames the topic’s broader context and
its relevance, catches the reader’s attention)

> State your research question/thesis

> Shortly explain your approach/structure of your paper
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> Gives theoretical background and a short introduction to the existing
discourse

Empirical papers

> Methods section (Which methods did you use for your research or
analysis?)

> Presents the results of your own research or analysis
Argumentative papers

> Structured arguments in chapters/sub-chapters
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> Overview of the most important arguments and findings from the paper’s
main part, explaining how they correlate with your thesis/research
question

* Make sure you actually answer your question/thesis — If not possible,
edit your statement and introduction.

> Reflection: problematic aspects, further need for research, courses of
action

> For empirical papers: discussion including limitations of your research,
relating your own findings to current research

> Remember: Never introduce new arguments or concepts in the
conclusion!
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Step 1

» Get familiar with your topic: broad research, skimming
literature, exchange with other students

» Narrow down the topic and developing a specific research
question/thesis

» Determine a method based on your research question

Step 2

» Systematic research, thorough reading, excerpting (with
references!)

» Collect and interpret data

» Structure your findings and secondary literature according to
your research question — create an outline
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Step 3
» Put your findings into words

» Remember: The writing process isn’t linear! You might need to
go back to one of your previous steps while writing.

Step 4
» Revise the content and language, get feedback
» Proofread and format
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> Do you have any questions regarding term papers?
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> Our next writing snack:
12.12.25 13:45-14:15 pm: Reading with Strategy

> Office hours during the winter semester: Mondays, 4:15 to
5:45 pm (53/110)

> Just drop in!

> If you have any questions or would like to make an
appointment outside of the open office hours, email us at
schreibwerkstatt@uos.de
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